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and Ben Wood, Rynders/and others, whom in other days
he detested. Winthrop is a disappointed man. He had high
aspirations and high expectations, and not without reason.
Had he pursued a faithful, conscientious course, he would
have won high official distinction and influence. But, con-
fident of his strong position in New England and with the
Whigs, he courted their enemies, repelled the Republicans
and fell. As he swerved from the track, Sumner and others,
who did not, perhaps, regret his error, stepped forward, and
poor Winthrop in a very short time found that instead of
gaining new friends he had lost old ones. For several years
he felt very uncomfortable, and has now committed an-
other great mistake. The National Intelligencer, which has
endeavored to hold a position of dignified neutrality during
this Administration, has finally given way and become
strongly partisan. This I regret, for the editor has ability,
and has made his paper respectable. His discussions of
current and important questions have been highly credit-
able and often instructive, and I cannot but think it un-
fortunate that he should take an attitude which will injure
him and his paper and do good to no one.

Some attempt is made by the Richmond papers to help
the cause of McClellan by an affectation of dread of his
superior military attainments and abilities and his greater
zeal for the Union. The effort is so bald, so manifestly in-
tended for their sympathizing friends, that no one can be
deceived by it. There was a time when such stuff had a
market in the North, but that time has gone by.

September 22, Thursday. Senator Harris called on me.
He is jubilant over Sheridan's success, but much disturbed
by the miserable intrigues of Weed and Seward in the city
of New York. Says he has told the President frankly of his
error, that he has only given a little vitality to Weed, whose
influence has dwindled to nothing, and would have entirely
perished but for the help which the President has given
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